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Goldwater Tells Birchers to Quit 
Society and Work for RepubKcans 


By Julius Duscha 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Barry Goldwater has sug- 
gested that Republicaiis who 
belong to the John Birch 
Society should resign from 
the Society and devote their 
political energies to the Re- 
publican Party. ' 

In a letter published in the 
current issue of the National 
Review, Goldwater noted that 
he has long criticized Robert 
Welch, the founder and head 



“I do believe, Goldwater 
said in his letter,” that the 
type of people generally who 
I know as members of the 
group, could add effective 
weight and work to the Re- 


publican Party if they cared 
to, but they should resign 
from the Society, since Mr. 
Welch has declined to do so. 

Goldwater’s statement on 
the Birch Society are part of 
a special section of the Na- 
tional Review on the John 
Birch Society and the con- 
servative movement. 

The magazine is edited by 
WUUam F. Buckley Jr. who is 
running for mayor of New 
York this fall, as the Con- 
servative Party’s candidate and 
IS re^garded as one of the 
principal spokesmen for con- 
servatism in the United 
States. 

During the 1964 presidential 
primaries Goldwater said: “I 
don’t consider the John Birch 
Society as a group to be ex- 
tremist.” 

Goldwatef’s criticism of the 
Society in the National Re- 
view follows statements two 
weeks ago by Sen. Everett M 
Dirksen (111.) and Rep. Gerald 
R. Ford (Mich.), the Senate 
and House Republican leaders 
denouncing the Birch Society. 


paigns next year— Sen. John 
Tower’s effort to win reelec- 
tion in Texa:^ and Ronald 
Reagan’s attempt to get the 
GOP nomination for governor 
in California. 

Conservatives, the editorial 
continued, should raise the 
question of whether the Birch 
Society would be “helpful 
or hurtful” to such men as 
Reagan and Tower. The edi- 
torial concluded that the So- 
ciety would hurt such con- 
servatives. 

Also supporting the views of 
Buckley and the National Re- 
view on the Birch Society 
were Tower and such other 
weU-known conservatives as 
retired Adm. Arthur W. Rad- 
ford and Joseph C. Shell, a 
candidate for the Republican 
nomination, for governor in 
California in 1962. Letters 
from all three are pubUshed 
in the current issue of the 
magazine. 


In an editorial, the National 
Review declared that the 
Birch Society “is very plainly 
of the distress 
that ensued on the defeat of 
Sen. Goldwater” and that 
enormous sums of money are 
pouring into the Society.” 


I The editorial stated that the 
money “is being spent— or a 
^eat deal of it — ^in cultivat- 
ing points of view whose bem:-- 
ing on the anti-Communist 
struggle is harmful.” 


The National Review went 
on to charge that the Society 
has reached “a new virulence, i 
a new level of panic” and i 
noted that the Society’s own 
magazine, American Opinion 
has found the United States to 
be “60-80 per cent Communist- 
dominated. 

The editorial in the National 
Review predicted that the 
Birch Society will figure in at' 
least two Republican cam- 



